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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

August 2, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For 
worshippers joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any 
questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. 

We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 
fill out our Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. You can 
find a link to our online Connect Card at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You can also contact 
us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with any questions 
or prayer requests.

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. There is tape on the floor of the 
Welcome Center to help assist you in practicing social distancing. Please feel free to 
worship from the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of 
people in the sanctuary. Please refrain from shaking hands or hugging. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, and kleenex 
are available in the Welcome Center. We ask that everyone where a mask at our 10:30 
& Monday services. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on west side of the 
worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the hymns are 
available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Offering plates and friendship registers will not be distributed. Your offering and 
Connect Card can be placed in the slots on the top of the Information Booth in the 
Welcome Center. If you prefer, you can give electronically or fill out online Connect 
Card online.  Visit our website www.stpaulswr.org.

† The children’s quiet activity bags have been removed.  However, children’s bulletins 
can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. If you children 
become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The Children’s Message 
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will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited forward. Please keep 
them with you in your pew.

† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

What is Confirmation? I think we all could eventually settle on the 
correct answer: a public proclamation of the Christian faith by someone 
who has been instructed in that faith, as well as a time for the 
confirmand(s) to resolve to remain in the Christian faith, as much as it 
depends on them. We rejoice today with the group of young people 
who will make such promises and be received as those who are ready 

to receive the Lord’s Supper in our church. May the words and encouragements that we 
hear today strengthen all our hearts in the promises of God!

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is red as we ask the Holy Spirit to kindle in the hearts 
of our confirmands, along with all the hearts of God’s children, the fire of His love. 
Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions on page 12 of this service folder.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Divine Service II. Text: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Music: Stephen P. Stake and Dale Witte © 2008 
Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

Psalm 119a. Words from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights 
reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.



4

DIVINE SERVICE II
A version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church intended to be used when Holy Communion is celebrated.

WELCOME

HYMN Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways | CW 462
Verse 1-Pastors;  2-Women;  3-Men;  4-All

Please stand. 
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C):  Amen. 

CONFESSION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  For faithless worrying and 

selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the 
good I have failed to do,  you should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

ABSOLUTION
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

GLORY BE TO GOD sung to the tune in CW 334

♫  All glory be to God on high!  
    Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 
    We praise you for your peace and grace,  
    Your favor toward our fallen race. ♫
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The Word

SALUTATION
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for calling us to be your own. We pray 
especially for the young people who present themselves today to profess their faith 
and who will strive to keep the commitments they make. Continue to bless all the 
faithful with your Word and Sacraments, so that we would be drawn closer to your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.
Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON Deuteronomy 11:18-21, 26-28
God's Word is a constant part of the Christian's life.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 119a |CW p.109
All: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

M: Blessed are they whose ways are blameless,
Who walk according to the law of the LORD.

C: Blessed are they who keep his statutes
And seek him with all their heart.

M: You have laid down precepts
That are to be fully obeyed.

All: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

The Prayer of the Day is (normally) a 
five-part prayer: 1) Address; 2) Basis for 

the petition; 3) the petition; 4) Reason 
for the petition; 5) Conclusion of praise 
to God. Do you see these five parts in 

today’s prayer?
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M: Oh, that my ways were steadfast
In obeying your decrees!

C: Then I would not be put to shame
When I consider all your commands.

M: I will praise you with an upright heart
As I learn your righteous laws.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

All: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

SECOND LESSON 2 Timothy 3:14-17
The Christian always continues to learn from the Holy Scriptures.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Train up a child in the way he should go; 
C: even when he is old he will not depart from it. Alleluia. (Proverbs 22:6 ESV)

Please stand.

GOSPEL  Matthew 22:34-40
God's Word can be summarized with two commands.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
 For the time being, please keep children with you in the pews for the Children's Message.
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HYMN OF THE DAY May the Mind of Christ My Savior | CW 467
Verse 1-All;  2-Pastors;  3-Women;  4-All;  5-Men;  6-All

SERMON - Remember Your Training

8:00 & Monday - CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed
Please stand.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING This Is My Story, This Is My Song!

Reciting creeds is a simple 
way to create habits, as we 
regularly repeat the same 

central truths of the Christian 
faith week after week.
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8:00 & Monday - PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Heavenly Father, you have gathered people of all ages into the communion of 

saints.  Today we thank you especially for the gift of young people to your Church.
C: We come before you today and ask that you keep them in your care.
M: Protect them from the perils and temptations common to youth. Help them resist 

the pressure to engage in godless and immoral activity. When they become 
confused, show them the way. When they hurt, bind up their wounds. When they 
fail, restore them according to your mercy.

C:  Keep the cross of Christ before their eyes.
M: Bless them with good friends, competent teachers, faithful ministers, caring 

parents, supportive homes, and life-enriching experiences. According to your 
wisdom, spare them from the perils of unexpected tragedy, severe illness, violent 
crime, a broken home, or an untimely death.

C: Keep our children safe from every kind of harm.
M: Be with our children as they continue to mature. Teach them the value of honest 

labor and faithful stewardship. Guide and direct them as they prepare for their 
life’s vocations.

C: Remind them that their highest joy is found in using talents and abilities in 
service to you.

Special prayers and intercession may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer.

M: Most of all dear, Lord, we ask you to keep this and every generation faithful to 
your truth. Strengthen believers through regular use of Word and sacrament. 

C: Open our mouths to share the gospel with friends and acquaintances, that each 
new generation may know the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord. Amen.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen.  
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10:30 only - RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
Our Teen Confirmands: Carson Scott Derringer, Riley Kade Fairbanks, 
Dakota James Jensen, Mitchell William Kracht, Jadyn Marie Kretschmer, 
Miah Jane Kretschmer, Alexa Peyton Nowak, Makenzie Grace Nowak, 
Ashlyn Leigh Overturf, Rose Grace Paul, Leaira Cynthia Poteat, 
Koen Phillip Roach, Emma Kay Schroeder, Aubrey Jane Tristan, and 
Peyton Olivia Williams (Not present: Mikayla Marie Christenson)

The Sacrament

PREFACE (spoken) 
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his 
kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 
Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus      sung to the tune in CW 538   
♫  O holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might,

Your glory, earth and heaven In countless ways recite.
Hosanna! Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high,
And in your grace and mercy Receive our fervent cry. ♫   

Please follow along using the 
insert labeled “Rite of 

Confirmation.” For those 
worshipping at 8:00 or Monday 

who would like to see what is 
included in the rite, copies will 
be available on the Information 

Table as you leave.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M:  Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 
has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he 
became one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent 
death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 
glory everlasting.

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD - Agnus Dei 
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Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper. Because the 
Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving the 
sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests to 
speak with the pastor prior to communing.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position 
of stating your agreement with our convictions before we’ve had an opportunity to explain and prove them 
from Scripture.  The pastor would be happy to explore our convictions with you, on the basis of God’s Word, 
so that you might commune with us in the future!

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Please stand.
SONG OF SIMEON  - Nunc Dimittis sung to the tune in CW 339
      ♫    O Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, assured:      

For I have seen your promised incarnate, saving Word—      
A Light that will enlighten all gloom where Gentiles dwell;      
The brilliant, crowning glory of those in Israel!  ♫      
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CLOSING PRAYER
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live 
as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

 C: Amen.

BLESSING  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord 

make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you.  The Lord look on you with favor and (+) 
give you peace.

C: Amen. 
Be seated

CLOSING HYMN  Our Lord and God, Oh, Bless This Day | CW 599
Verse 1-Men;  2-Women;  3-All

  

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine 

in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a 

God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS) or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? If not, please hold 
off on communing with us today. Following worship, one of the pastors would 
be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.         

Using a familiar tune, this hymn 
serves as a fitting closing prayer 
for this service: “Let your rich 

grace descend from heaven above 
in all your wondrous love, and 

keep us by your Spirit.”
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. There were some ideas given in the sermon for how to keep God's Word on your 
heart and in your soul. Either using one of those or coming up with your own, 
purpose to introduce a new habit into your life to help you study more of God's 
Word. Yes, you may already have something; add another small thing. (What could 
it hurt?)

2. Deuteronomy 11:26-28 talk about a blessing and a curse from God for doing (or not 
doing) certain things. For us New Testament believers, what would those things be? 
God will bless us if we ____________ ; God will curse us if we _______________ . 
Also, what danger could there be in making these blessings and curses completely 
conditional?

3. Matthew 22:39 is a great encouragement for Christian living. Usually, loving 
ourselves is frowned upon in the Bible. However, it's an integral part of being able to 
show love to our neighbors. With what biblical mindsets are we to look at ourselves 
so that we would be able to, as Jesus says, "Love our neighbor as ourselves"?

4. Study project! Working off of 2 Timothy 3:16, find support verses for each of the 
things for which God's Word is useful. It might be helpful to ask yourself, "What's a 
verse that teaches me something (or rebukes me, or trains me for righteousness)?" 
Write those verses below:
a. Teaching -

b. Rebuking - 

c. Correcting - 

d. Training in righteousness - 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRING IN YOUR DONATIONS August 4 & 5

Our Clothing Drive is this Tuesday and Wednesday. Men’s, women’s and children’s 
clothing of all sizes is needed. Bring your donations to the cafeteria from 10AM to 6PM. 
Donation slips for tax purposes will be available.  You are welcome to return on our 
giveaway days (Aug 6-8) to see if there is anything you need. If you would like to 
volunteer, you can still sign up or just plan to stay when you drop off your donations.  Be 
sure to tell your friends and neighbors about this event.

Stuff the School Bus donations will be accepted through Wednesday.  Please place them 
in the basket in the Welcome Center.

WOMEN’S STUDY TAKES A BREAK

The Women Walking in the Word group will not met during August. They plan to start 
up again on September 1 with a study of Luther’s Large Catechism.  For more information, 
contact Jeanne Jackson at 715-424-1827 or jeannejacks@tznet.com.

COME CELEBRATE MR. PAHL’S ANNIVERSARY August 23

Our Staff Minister, Mr. Randy Pahl, has served in the ministry for 40 year. We invite you 
to a celebration of his service to the Lord on Sunday, August 23. Following the 10:30 
service, there will be a luncheon and program.  If you would like to attend, please contact 
the church office (715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org) or look for the SignUp 
Genius link.

NORTHLAND SCRIP USERS

The Northland scrip center will be closed from August 9 - 21. We will still sell from our 
stock here, but if you foresee having a large order or items we don't have in stock, please 
order them this Sunday, August 2, if possible. We will resume regular orders on August 23. 
As always, thank you for supporting Northland through scrip.
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CALENDAR                              August 2-9

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
10:30 AM Worship - Confirmation

MONDAY           8:30 AM Board of Elders in the Resource Center
11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:30 AM Stephen Ministry

WEDNESDAY 5:00 PM Board of Outreach in the Resource Center
5:30 PM Board of Properties in the Welcome Center
6:00 PM Cotemporary Choir in the balcony

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Easter 2.0 Worship 
10:30 AM Easter 2.0 Worship 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Aug 10-14 St. Paul’s Serving at SWEPS Food Pantry
Aug 16 New Member Welcome/Baptism Affirmations
Aug 23 Celebration of Mr. Pahl’s 40 years in Ministry
Aug 24 First Day of School at St. Paul’s

OFFERING REPORT
Last Week’s Attendance: 164

From July 1, 2020 to July 24, 2020
Actual ministry income:  $44,975                                                                 
Actual cost of ministry:    $96,214          

Mortgage balance:  $1,379,471  

CLOTHING GIVEAWAY

          DONATION DAYS

Tues & Wed
8/4 & 8/5

10AM – 6PM

SHOPPING DAYS
Thurs 8/6 ~ 4-6PM

Fri 8/7 ~ 10AM-6PM
Sat 8/8 

8AM – 12PM
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